PE®EPAT

[MoBomoM nocraBibama mpeaiora 3a KaHaumatypy npodecopa Muxaj U. Cmapuocy-a 3a MHOCTpaHOT
yrana Cpricke akazemuje oopa3oBama y beorpamy

[Mpodecop Muxaj U. Cmapuocy je pohen 1944. romune y [letw, Bapomuid Ha PyMYHCKO-CPIICKO]
rpaauny. KopeHu mopoauIle ce BYKy u3 pyMYHCKE 3ajeqHuIle yY3nuHay u Bprty, y cprckom banarty, a
takohle uma u Cpba mehy cBojum mpenmma. ITouerkom 20-uX roguHa IPOILIOT BEKa MOPOAMIA CE
npecenwia y PyMyHUjy 1 HEeTOB Jie/la IMEHOBAH j€ 3a KpPaJbeBCKOT OeleKHUKA (HOTapoIla) y TalallkbeM
Hehanckom okpyry (Plasa Deta). IMoponuiia Cnapuocy yKHBaJia je M3y3€TaH YIUIe[ Y HEKaJallliboj
MeljypatHoj cpeaunn y JeTH, rae cToju U canga (HaKaJoCT y HE3aBHIHOM CTamy) HHXOBa MOPOIUYHA
kyha, jeqHa on Hajpenpe3cHTaTUBHUjUX 3/latha Y Hajy)KeM LEHTPY BapoOIIUIle, y3 caMoO 37ame XOTena
Bella vista. myHo packolIHHX oriiefana u Bprehum BpaTUMa y aMEepHYKOM CTHITY, KaKko je TO Tajga Owio
1o OaHATCKHUM YTJICHUjUM MaaHKama .

Amm To 3matHO mo6a Huje Oaml MOTpajano... JOUUTHM Cy KOMYHHCTH, a BHX Cy OKapaKTepucalu 3a
Hempujatebe-0ypiKyje, Te ciiequ KyhHM IPUTBOD, Mpecesbeibe y TemuinBap ga Ou ce HM30aBUIM OJ
HEYTrOoJHUX WCKyCTaBa W3 TMPOLUIOCTH, JemopTanyja y baparan...Y3 cBakoJHEBHa TIOHMKEHA
HUCTOBPEMEHO U OpHUJbaHTHH MIKOJICKH ycrecH, TuMHa3uja “KoHcrantun bakoHoBuh Jlora”, HajenutHHja
mKoia y baHary; kaja je momycTmia Xajka Ha OpojHE M3MHIIJbEHE HEIpHjaTesbe, NMPHjEMHH HUCITUT U
ycrex, Ha DunonomkoM Qakyarery y bykypemry. BiucraB cTyneHT, npedumeHe KynType M 3Hamba,
acHCTeHT Ha (axyiTeTy, IOTOM aTMocdepa Hemoryha, ycien KyJITYpHOT 3aMp3aBama dayllu3Mma, I10
KHHECKOM M KOPEjCKOM MOJieNTy, ca modyetka 70-ux roauHa...

Usrnena xao cyheHo, BeUNTO TOMEpame M NMpPEMEIITakEe, U3 JSIHOT Kpaja y IPYTH; €TO W IPUIHKE 32
BEJIIMKO KOpaydame Y MpaBU CIO00HH CBET, BUCOKE HAYKE U MHTEJICKTYaTHOT TOKa3WBama: CTUIICH/Uja Ha
Bamanmy, a oTyma najbe, MHOTO nasbe, Ha [lanuduukoj obamu, nokropar y CrandopAy MU IMoYeTak
M3Y3€THE, eIMHCTBEHE KapHjepe BPCHOT aKaJeMCKOT HaydJHHKa Koja c€ U JaHac HacTaBJba.

U3 npeborate pu3HHIlE BPXYHCKHX JOMETa WHTEPECOBaka M HAYYHUX OCTBApEH-a HAIET YBa)KCHOT
npodecopa, ocBpHyhieMo ce Ha MmoJhba HaMa MPUCTYIAYHUJUX U KOja YUHE YIPABO U IMPEIMET Calalliber
HaIIer noctynka. Peu je o ncraxuBamuMa O Cp)KH HaIlleT 33jeHUIITBA, CPIICKO-PYMYHCKOT, W 3aIllpaBo
oBJie, y banary.

KpenyBimm oj1 ropkux T0KUBJBEHUX CTBAPHOCTH U3 IHUHE Onorpaduje, npodecop Crnapruocy craBiba Mo
3HaK THUTaka OCHOBHE TEMEJhE CBPOICKOT Mopaia, monazehum y cBOM Tparamy ca NpehUmHCHHM
aHanm3ama JIMOHMCHEBCKOT MUTCKOT Koja B KoMeHTapa [InaroHoBux aujanora. borara nenesa 3Hama ce
BeoOMa IUIOJJOTBOPHO JKUPH TMpeMa H3ydaBamky TEOPETCKUX TeMeshba CTHUIUTETa, HAIMOHATHOT H
PETHOHAIIHUX HJICHTUTETa CEBPOICKOT KOHTEKCTa. TEOpeTCKH MPHUCTYN CKCWINyMy (M3rHAHCTBY) H
YTOIIHUjU Kao EKCTPEMHE TpaHHUIle Cr3WCTEHIMje 3acHWBa Cce, Takohe, Ha JIMYHOj Oworpaduju u
IUBIITU3AIM]CKOM HCKYCTBY HAa MapruHaMa NpPOKUMama Pa3UYUTHX CTHUIMTETA, Y ONET KOHTEKCTY
MeljyHallMOHATHUX M PETHMOHAIHUX HJICHTUTETa MIMPUX 3ajelHUIlAa HEeKaJalllihe BEIUKe PymyHUje u
CHXHHUX JIMYHOCTU KOje Cy KPEaTHBHO OOeNexuiie M JKUBOT KYJITypHE OKOJIMHE. 3aJbUX TOJMHA



WHTEpecoBame Npodecopa je OXKHBEIO U Y HCTOPHjCKOM TPOCTOPY HCTOYHE W IeHTpaiHe EBpome,
SKIIUIMIIUTHO Ha TepeHMMa TpaHcuiBaHWje W baHarta, ca BeoMa 3alMaXCHWM M 3a JlAHAILE BpPEMe
Mpo(GUTAOWITHIUM TEOPETCKHM JIONPUHOCHMA Y TIPHJIOT MOJUTHYKHX JCIIOTBOPHHUKA CaIallibHIIe
(HapaBHO, OHMX KOjW MMajy ITO3HBA 3a CTPYIHE CTY/AHj¢ H TEOPETCKa pa3MaTpama).

[Ipen nama ce mpexacTaB/ba M3y3eTHAa CTBapajlauka JUYHOCT JaHALIBE KYJIType, TEOpeTHYap KOpeHa
¢unozodckor crTBapanamTBa, BPCTHH MO3HABAJAll KIACHYHE KYJIType, NMPEBOJWIALl M CTBapajam y
IPOCTOPY HPOXMMamka PasMuUTUX BHIOBA KyIAType W MCTOpHje Halle 3ajeJHHYKE MCTOYHO-EBPOIICKE
crBapHocTH. CBe y cBeMy, Cpricka akagemuja oOpa3oBama MMa NPUIMKY Ja MOCTaHe, CBOjUM HOBHUM
4iaHoM, OoraTHja M joul NpPUBpKEHHWja TWHAMUYHUM JoraajuMa OKpyKemha U youaBamby MO3UTHBHUX
TPEeH10Ba U3 OypHOT CBAKOAHEBHOT KMBOTA HAIINX TOJIMKO HCKYIICHHUX 3aj€IHUIIA.

Y Temunwsapy, 3. JaHyapa 2020.
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Spring, 84: Faculty Exchange Program, Assistant Professor of English, University of Antwerp
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Head, Department of Comparative Literature, 2017-
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Director, East Central European Program, UGA (1997- 2012)

Co-Director (with Dario Villanueva), International School of Theory in the Humanities, Santiago de
Compostela (1997-2000)

President and Co-Founder, International Foundation for Global Studies, Atlanta, Georgia (1998-2003)

EDITORIAL POSITIONS:
Editor, The Margins of Literature Series, SUNY Press, Albany, New York (1992-2007)

Co-Editor (with Giuseppe Mazzotta) of Cultura ludens Series, John Benjamins Publ.., Philadelphia/
Amsterdam (1982-92)



GRANTS, RESEARCH:

Fulbright Teaching/Research Grant to Romania, 2016-2017; Grant from the Romanian Scientific
Research Council (IDEAS Code PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-771), “Clash of Civilizations or Peaceful
Development?” October 2011-September 2014, 383,000 euros; Fulbright Teaching Grant to Argentina,
1992; D.A.A.D research grant, Konstanz, Germany, Summer 1990; N.E.H. grant, Yale University,
Summer 1989; U.G. Research Foundation grant, Summer 1985; A.C.L.S. grant, Summer 1983; Mellon
Postdoctoral Fellowship, 1978-79 and 1981-82; Alexander von Humboldt Postdoctoral Fellowship, 1979-
81; N.E.H. Postdoctoral Fellowship, School of Criticism and Theory, U.C. Irvine, Summer 1977; Kent
Fellowship, 1974-76

MAJOR PUBLICATIONS:

BOOKS:

The Seventh Letter: A Philosophical Enigma at Plato’s Academy, accepted for publication by
Vulpine Press, Ockham Publishing Group, Aberdeen, UK, (expected spring 2019)

The Quantum Relations Principle: Managing Our Future in the Age of Intelligent Machines, co-
author with Hardy F. Schloer (Goettingen and Taipei: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht and National Taiwan
University Press, 2016), 271 pages

Modernism and Exile: Play, Liminality and the Exilic-Utopian Imagination (Basingstoke,
Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), 225 pages

A saptea scrisoare: O enigma filosofica la Academia lui Platon. Romanian translation from
English by Virgil Stanciu (Bucharest: Humanitas, 2010), 513 pages.

Remapping Knowledge: Intercultural Studies for a Global Age (Oxford and New York: Berghahn
Books, 2006), 209 pp

Global Intelligence and Human Development: Toward an Ecology of Global Learning
(Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 2005), 287 pages

Inteligenta globala si dezvoltarea umanda: Pentru o ecologie a educatiei globale (lasi: Institutul
European, 2013), 536 pages. Romanian translation of Global Intelligence and Human Development.

The Wreath of Wild Olive: Play, Liminality and the Study of Literature (Albany, NY: SUNY
Press, 1997), 315 pages

God of Many Names: Play, Poetry, and Power in Hellenic Thought from Homer to Aristotle
(Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1991), 265 pages

Dionysus Reborn: Play and the Aesthetic Dimension in Modern Philosophical and Scientific
Discourse (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1989), 352 pages.

Resurectia lui Dionysos. Translated with an Introductory Study by Ovidiu Verdes (Bucharest:
Univers, 1997). Romanian translation of Dionysus Reborn.



Literature, Mimesis and Play: Essays in Literary Theory (Tuebingen: Gunter Narr Verlag, 1982),
132 pages

EDITED COLLECTIONS:

Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in the Central European Borderlands: The Cases of Banat
and Transylvania, 1849-1939. Edited by Mihai Spariosu. (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017)

Armonie si conflict intercultural in Banat si Transilvania. Perspective cultural-istorice. Edited by
Mihai 1. Spariosu and Vasile Boari, with an Introduction by Mihai I. Spariosu (lasi: Editura Institutul
European, 2014), 581 pages

Computational Models of Interethnic Conflict and Harmony. Edited by Mihai 1. Spariosu and
Gheorghe Stefan, in Romanian Journal of Information Science and Technology, Vol. 16, No. 2-3, 2013.
Found at http://www.imt.ro/romjist/Volum16/Numberl6 2/cuprins16 2.htm).

Exploring Humanity: Intercultural Perspectives on Humanism. Edited by Mihai . Spariosu and
Jorn Riisen, with an Introduction by Mihai 1. Spariosu (Goéttingen and Taipei: Vandenhoeck &Ruprecht
UniPress and National Taiwan University Press, 2012)

Mimesis in Contemporary Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach, Vol. 1, The Philosophical and
Literary Debate (Philadelphia and Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1984)

The Play of the Self (Albany, N.Y: SUNY Press, 1994); co-editor with Ronald Bogue

Building A Profession: Autobiographical Perspectives on the History of Comparative Literature
in the United States (Albany, N.Y: SUNY Press, 1994); co-editor with Lionel Gossman

Note: As Editor of The Margins of Literature Series at SUNY Press, I have also acquisitioned, edited and
published 70 (seventy) monographs and collective volumes over a period of fifteen years

TRANSLATIONS

Laurence Sterne, Viata si opiniunile lui Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. Romanian translation of
The Life and opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. Translated with an Introductory Study and Notes
by M. Miroiu and M. Spariosu (Iasi: Polirom, 2004)

Dario Villanueva, Theories of Realism. Translated from Spanish by Mihai Spariosu and Santiago
Garcia Castafion (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1997)

Northrop Frye, Anatomia criticii. Romanian translation of N. Fry, The Anatomy of Criticism.
Translated by M. Spariosu and D. Sterian (Bucharest: Univers, 1972)

RECENT ARTICLES, BOOK CHAPTERS AND INTERVIEWS

“Introduction,” in Mihai 1. Spariosu (editor), Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in the Central
European Borderlands. (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017), 11-43
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“Cultural or Intercultural Studies in East-Central Europe? Preliminary Observations,” in Mihai 1.
Spariosu (editor), Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in the Central FEuropean Borderlands.
(Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017), 59-81

“Digital Humanities, Social Sciences, and Intercultural Studies: Principles and Methodology,” in
Mihai 1. Spariosu (editor), Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in the Central European Borderlands.
(Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017), 323-346

“Exile and Utopia as Liminal Play: A Cultural-Theoretical Approach,” in MacLean, Malcolm,
Emily Ryall & Wendy Russell (eds), Philosophical Perspectives on Play (New York: Routledge, 2015),
12-27

“Intercultural Relations in East-Central Europe: The Cases of Banat and Transylvania” in World
Literature Studies, Vol. 7, No. 1 (2015), 88-99

“Some Observations on the Prospects of Intercultural Hermeneutics in a Global Framework™ in
Ming Xie (editor), The Agon of Interpretations.: Towards a Critical Intercultural Hermeneutics (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 2014)

’

Review-article on LibuSa Vajdova and Robert Gafrik (editors), “New Imagined Communities:’
Identity Making in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe (Bratislava: Kalligram, 2010), in Recherche
Littéraire/Literary Research, Vol. 28, no. 54-56 (Summer 2012)

“Interview with Mihai Spariosu,” in Islamic Perspective Journal, vol. 7 (May 2012), London

“Introduction,” in Mihai I. Spariosu and Joern Riisen (eds), Exploring Humanity (Gottingen and
Taipei:Vandenhoeck &Ruprecht Press/National Taiwan University Press, 2012), pp. 7-27

)

“Intercultural Humanism and Global Intelligence: Definition, Principles, Practice,” chapter in
Mihai I. Spariosu and Joern Riisen (eds), Exploring Humanity (Gottingen:Vandenhoeck &Ruprecht
Press/National Taiwan University Press, 2012), pp. 101-127

“Intelectualii si puterea: Dialog cu Mihai Spariosu” in V. Boari, N. Vlas and R.N. Murea (eds),
Intelectualii si puterea (lagi: Editura Institutul European, 2012)

“Education, Intercultural Knowledge, and the Global Practitioners of Tomorrow,” Club of
Amsterdam Journal, June 2009, Issue 118

“Ethnic, National and Regional Identities: Preliminary Theoretical Considerations,” in V. Boari
and S. Gherghina (eds), Weighting Differences: Romanian Identity in the Wider European Context
(Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Publ., 2009)

“The Idea of Culture,” in Verso, no. 50 (Dec 2008), 1-11

“Global Knowledge and Education,” in 7CS vol. 23 (2-3), March-May 2007, special issue on
“Problematizing Global Knowledge.” Entry in New Encyclopaedia of Knowledge Project

“The Information or Knowledge Society: A New Global Paradigm?” in G. Berthoud, A. Kiindig,
B. Sitter-Liver (eds) , Informationsgesellschaft - Geschichten und Wirklichkeit/Société de 1’information-
récits et réalité (Academic Press: Fribourg, 2005)

“Global Intelligence and Intercultural Studies,” Turnrow, Fall 2003, 102-126



"Sociobiology, Natural Science, and Human Development in a Global Age" in R. Aczel and P.
Nemes (eds), The Finer Grain (Bloomington, Ind: Research Institute for Inner Asian Studies, 2003), pp.
205-228

RECENT LECTURES, CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, POSITION PAPERS

“Great Romania: An Interethnic Analysis,” at international conference on Great Romania: Idea,
Disaster, Victory, Zenith, October 21-23, 2016, Jassy, Romania

“Modernism, Play and the Exilic-Utopian Imagination,” invited lecture at The Slovak Academy
of Science, Bratislava, Slovakia, November 23, 2016

“Multicultural Personalities in the Historical Banat: Paul lorgovici Brancoveanu,” invited paper,
at international conference on Timisoara 300. History. Society. Business, November 24-25, 2016

"The Quantum Relations Technology: The Interactive Search, Analysis and Transaction
Environment," in Explorations in Textual Digital Analysis for the Humanities and Social Sciences
International Workshop, May 14-15, 2015, Institute for Global Studies, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-
Napoca. Co-organizer and keynote speaker

“Global Humanities: A Transformative Way of Integrating Knowledge Across Disciplines,
Technologies and Cultures,” at the International Conference on Beyond Crisis: Visions for the New
Humanities, Centre for Humanities Innovation, Durham University, Durham, UK, July 7-8, 2014

“Modernity, Global Learning and the Neo-Sophic Turn,” keynote lecture at the International
Conference on “Conceptualizing Modernity in Central and Southeastern European Cultures: Notions,
Discourses and Languages," University of the West, Timisoara, Romania, October 8-11, 2014

,Exploring the Liminal Spaces: Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in the Central European
Borderlands,” Invited lecture, Austrian Academy of Science (Institut fir Kulturstudien und
Theatergeschichte) Viena, November 28, 2012

b

sIntercultural Studies in Central Europe: An Overview,” invited lecture at the School of

Education, University of Belgrade, Vrsac, Serbia, November 21, 2012

“Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in Banat and Transylvania: Cultural-Historical Perspectives
(1600 — 1918).” National conference. Organizer and keynote speaker, Timigoara, May 17-19, 2012.

“Intercultural Conflict and Harmony in Banat and Transylvania: Cultural-Historical Perspectives
(1850 — 1950).” National conference. Organizer and keynote speaker, Cluj-Napoca, September 28-30,
2012

,,Computer Models for Interethnic Studies”. International conference. Co-organizer and keynote
speaker, Cluj-Napoca, September 27 — 29, 2012,

“Democracy in a Global Age,” keynote address, International Conference on “Cha(lle)nging
Democracy at the Beginning of the 21st Century,” October 27-29, 2011, Cluj-Napoca, Romania



“Global Intelligence and Intercultural Humanism: Principles and Practices.” Co-organizer and
keynote speaker, International Conference on Intercultural Humanism, September 9-12, 2010 Christ
Church College, University of Oxford, UK

Intercultural Knowledge Management and Sustainable Development Project, UNESCO and
University of Cyprus, September 23-26, 2009, Member of Coordinating Committee and Round Table
Participant

“Devouring their Own: Stalinist Purges and (Mis) Trials in Communist Romania of the 1950’s,”
International Symposium on “Comrades, Please Shoot Me,” University of Pennsylvania, April 18, 2009

Faculty Development Workshop Organizer and Leader for the Annual Series on “Conversations
in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition,” Georgian Court University, January 7- May 1, 2009. Six (6)
Workshops on “Mercy and Justice in Religious and Literary Texts” (Homer; St Augustine, St. Thomas
Aquinas; Shakespeare; Manzoni; Catherine McAuley; John Paul II, “Dives in Misericordia” and Benedict
XVI, “Spe Salvi”

Faculty Development Workshop Organizer and Leader, Georgian Court University, January 7-
May 1, 2008. Six (6) Workshops on “The Self in Religious and Literary Texts” (St. Augustine; Sor Juana
de la Cruz; Goethe; Dostoevsky; Camus; Mother Teresa)

“Tertiary Education for Sustainable Development,” Position paper for International Conference
on “Shared Visions and Futures: Education for Sustainable Development across Disciplines and
Cultures,” UNESCO and University of Cyprus Nov 15-17, 2008

Invited Speaker, Global Thought Leader Roundtable: “The Global Employee: Defining the
Workforce of the Future,” May 16, 2008, School of Business Education, Northwestern University

“Exile, Utopia and Modernity,” International Conference on “Modernism and Antimodernism:
Theories, Visions, Ideologies, Politics,” Bucharest, September 19-21, 2008

“Global Learning and the Modern University,” Invited Public Lecture, Soka University, Feb 5,
2005

Invited Speaker, International Symposium, “Europe’s Symbolic Geographies,” May 28-30, 2004,
Central European University, Budapest

“Gambling for Empire: Marlowe's Tamburlaine the Great and Hardt and Negri's Empire,"
Keynote Address, International Conference on “Gambling Theory,” University of Western Ontario, Oct
13-16, 2004

“Is Knowledge or Information Society a New Global Paradigm?” International Workshop, Swiss
Academy of Social and Human Sciences, Gerzensee, March 2003.

INTERNATIONAL DISTINCTIONS

“2016 Highly Cited Researcher,” Thomson-Reuters Essential Science Indicators, December 2016

“Rigas Velestinlis” Medal of Honour (recognizing prominent cultural personalities of the Balkan
diaspora); conferred by the President of Greece on May §, 2007



LANGUAGES: English, French, German, Italian, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Greek and Latin

IMPACT OF MY SCHOLARSHIP

Google (advanced search, 03/24/2015) lists over 150,000 entries under my name in many different
languages. Google Scholar (consulted on 08/20, 2018) lists 1180 references in English to my work, in
various academic fields.

Professor Brian Sutton-Smith of University of Pennsylvania, a distinguished and widely-respected
psychologist who has published over four hundred studies on play notes: “My more immediate debt is to
the three truly great twentieth-century play theorists, J. Huizinga, M. Spariosu, and R. Fagen, who have
wittingly or otherwise, contributed to our playful illusion that the time of the ‘ludic turn’ in Western
culture is about to arrive.” (The Ambiguity of Play, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1997, p.
vii)

Modernism and Exile:

"...quite brilliant both in content and in style, which is crisp, confident, and perspicuous. It says a whole
lot about modernism and says it in an interesting way."

- Hayden White, Professor of History and Literature, University of California, Santa Cruz, and author of
Metahistory

Global Intelligence and Human Development:

"A deeply researched, thoughtful assessment of existing global educational resources and how they can be
reconfigured to address the requirements of ecologically aware paths to human development. Spariosu
draws on worldwide cultural knowledge, wisdom traditions, and twenty-first century science in his design
for a transdisciplinary

and experiential program—Intercultural Knowledge Management—which offers an inspiring and viable
way forward."

—Hazel Henderson, author of Building a Win-Win World, Beyond Globalization, and Planetary
Citizenship

"This book is a rare flash of intellectual creativity and an important contribution to the study of global
transformation. An excellent handbook for those bewildered by the intricacies of social change."

—Calestous Juma, Director, Science, Technology, and Globalization Project, Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University



The Wreath of Wild Olive:

“Mihai Spariosu’s book strikingly intervenes in the debate raging among the various oppositional and
hegemonic discourses by advancing a new philosophy that transcends the currently prevailing agonistic
mentality. He develops a ludic-irenic view intended to exceed both a voluntaristic and rationalist mode of
thought, thereby convincingly opposing the all-pervading mentality of power in a world marked by
difference, scapegoating, and strife between various social, ethnic, racial and sexual factions. The ludic-
irenic stance, basically derived from the playfulness of literature, produces alternative mentalities and
alternative worlds which promote a responsive understanding of what there is, thus bringing to bear a
healing influence within the human community, in which power and difference will cease to be ultimates.
What Spariosu puts forward and demonstrates by a stupendous erudition is no less than a total
reorientation of cultural criticism that is bound to have its impact on the course cultural studies will take.

It is one of the outstanding achievements of the book to explore the concept of liminality—a term
introduced by Victor Turner into the critical discussion—as a threshold and passageway from one
historical world to another. Liminality, as Spariosu unfolds it, may well be the key term of the coming
decade, replacing the current prominence of ‘otherness’”

——————— Wolfgang Iser, University of California, Irvine

“Mihai Spariosu is a prodigiously learned comparatist, a bold thinker of broad, humane sympathies, and a
writer of great skill and refinement. His new book The Wreath of Wild Olive undertakes to rethink
literature as a field not—as the prevailing cant has it—of power relations and combative differences but
(mirabile dictu!) of peace and play: to the dogma of theory as eristics, Spariosu has had the courage to
propose an irenics of literature. The Wreath of Wild Olive has salvational force.”

———————— Stanley Corngold, Princeton University

Questia, The International Library Journal considers the two chapters on Homer and Hesiod, published in
God of Many Names (1991), among “the top eighteen best essays ever published” on these poets.
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